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Instructors using active learning 
strategies should inform and coach 
their students about the benefits of 
active learning, how to be an 
effective student in an active 
classroom, and learning additional 
ways (for students) of perceiving 
progress and success in a class. 
Student buy-in is an area of focus 
necessary in classes using active 

learning methods, because the norms and roles in 
these classes are different. Teaching is a cultural activity, 
and changing norms requires discussion and 
transparency. In this seminar, we discuss an activity to 
open a course on day 1, ongoing strategies, math 
anxiety, growth mindset, and connections to 
assessment and course materials.  This talk is intended 
primarily for college math instructors, although all 
interested faculty are encouraged to join the discussion.
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