
Excerpt from page 97 of So you want to talk about race, by Ijeoma Oluo 
 
“It is important when talking about police brutality to stand secure in your experience, 
without trying to override the experiences of other communities with police. What has 
happened to you is valid and true, but it is not what has happened to everyone. The 
experience of white communities with police are real, and the experience of communities 
of color with police are real—but they are far from the same. And while it is important to 
recognize these different viewpoints, we must remember this: If you do trust and value 
your police force, and you also believe in justice and equality for people of color, you will 
not see the lack of trust on behalf of communities of color as simply a difference of 
opinion.” 
 


